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Reflections on experiences in Derbyshire, written by
each student in English
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Mayu Naito

The thing that impressed me is the culture show. A lot of people enjoyed it, and
I could see a lot of smiles. We had prepared it for about three months before when we
went to the UK. We talked about what we show and how we make time schedule at the
studying workshop or SNS group. And then, we had some jobs themselves, like
remembering how to make origami. I practiced dressing a kimono to someone for many
times because I handled the kimono booth with my friend. At the culture show, I dressed
a kimono to my host family, and they were pleased so much. [ was so happy, and I thought
my hard work paid off. The other booths looked successful because a lot of people
enjoyed origami, ayatori (Cat's cradle in English) and calligraphy.

The culture show was a good memory so that I will never forget it. Through it, I
thought that Japanese traditional culture is fun for everyone, and I hope the people who

will go to the UK next year will introduce Japanese interesting culture more.

Chisa Suzuki

I enjoyed having afternoon tea the most. I have been interested in British culture,
so I was happy to have such an experience.

First, we did table setting. It was difficult to fold napkins. But it was fun because
folding napkins resembles to making origami.

It was also fun that BSDC students and I made planes and shuriken. We
decorated cakes and made sandwiches after that. I’'m not good at cooking but I was so
excited. [ enjoyed talking with food major students while having sandwiches, scones, and
cakes. I put cream and jam on the scone. It was so sweet but delicious. I really enjoyed
it!

Isaki Ota

My best memory

This was my first time abroad. I had a great time in England and met many
wonderful people.

My best memory was to spend the time with my host family. When I first met
them, [ was very nervous with my ability to have a good conversation. However, my host

mother spoke slowly so that I could understand her, and when I didn't understand her, she
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spoke in plain English. My host father also made me laugh with his jokes and it was fun
to have conversation with them. They were happy to eat when I introduced them to
Japanese sweets and when I made Japanese food.

I have made many unforgettable memories. I want to study English more from
now on and go to England again! I would like to use this experience to take on various

challenges. Thank you to everyone who supported us.

Reima Konishi

MY WALLET WAS STOLEN?!

This really happened to me. My wallet was stolen when I rode a crowded subway
train. This was a really sad thing, but this thing impressed me and I feel it was a very good
experience. Because that experience is maybe never going to meet again, and I remember
that Japan’s public safety is really good. Well, I will keep an eye on my wallet anytime
anywhere. Because [ know abroad is not safer than in Japan. So, I will always be cautious.

But it happens to me. [ write again “This thing is very good experience.”

Nao Kawahara

A fun week

Thank you to everyone. I had a great time in U.K. It has been my dream to go to
the UK since I was in elementary school. So, I was very happy when I heard I could go
to the UK. I was able to do many things that I could not experience in Japan. I wanted to
use this experience for my future.

My host family was very kind and made me feel at home. All of my host mother’s
home-cooked meals were very delicious! Also, the host father’s jokes were very funny! I
love it so so so much!!

Our buddies always helped us, and we enjoyed talking with each other in English.
I would thank all people who supported us. I will never forget them and memories. I want
to visit the UK again.
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Toya Sakumoto

Most memorable experiences

It's about what I enjoyed the most. It was my visit to TMUK. I started researching
companies about two months ago because [ wanted to find a job. Toyota was one of them,
so I did a lot of research. But when I was researching, I thought that you can't get a feel
for a company just from what is written on paper or on the web. So, by going to TMUK
this time, [ was able to see the atmosphere of the people working there, the movement of
the machines in the factory and many other things that you can't get on paper. In addition,
by talking to people working on site, [ was able to ask them about what kind of company
Toyota Motor Corporation is and what kind of work they are doing, and many other things
that you can't find out by researching.

I also talked a lot with other Japanese people working there who were on
secondment. Some were working in the accounting department of Toyota Motor
Corporation, others were managing the facilities at the plant, and so on. These people told
me about the difficulties of working abroad. I was able to learn about the differences in
values between Japan and the UK, such as the difficulties of communicating in English,
which is a different language, and the difficulties of understanding different cultures. It

was a really good experience.

Yushin Sekihara

I love the UK.

I especially like British cars and culture. When I actually went to the UK, I was
surprised at the cultural differences and the types of cars on the road in the UK. The
British people are particularly kind, and my host family really took care of me. Even
though my host mother was tired from work, she cooked dinner and asked me about what
had happened today, which made the homestay very fulfilling. My host mother likes to

drink, so I am planning to send her some sake as a thank you.

Yuka Ito

My best memory is the time I had afternoon tea. At first, I thought I was just

going to experience the tradition of having afternoon tea. But I was surprised to find out
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that I was also going to learn how to make sandwiches, scones, and cakes. Additionally,
they taught me how to set the table and fold the napkins, which made me very happy
because I didn't think I could do it on my own.

During the meal, college students talked to me about etiquette, how to eat, and
life at the college in English. Whenever I asked questions in English, they answered me
in English, and we had a lot of fun conversations. Afternoon tea was the best thing of
British culture.

Sora Sugiura

Experiences of staying in the UK

I learned a lot of things what we cannot learn if we just stay in Japan especially little-
known culture and facts for example, commonly used words by people and other commonly eaten
foods such as fish and chips in the UK.

Through this program, I was able to learn what it is really like in England, and I was
able to reconfirm once again how wonderful Japan is. I think that this experience will help me not

only for using English in the future, but for many other things.

Nagomi Okochi

The best memory

I think the best memory is the culture show. The show held Origami booth,
Kimono booth, Calligraphy booth and Kendama booth. I was in charge of Calligraphy
booth. Many guests came to my booth, and they were interested in Kanji. They imitated
my movement. It looked so difficult for them. I can’t forget my host Mather’s smile
when I presented Kanji of her name to her. I told her its meaning. She looked so happy.
Next, I ate dinner with her in a college. We talked many things for a long time. We

spent a happy time.
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Manami Ishii

Lovely day!!

The most impressive day is the first day. This day was very busy day because we
went to many places.

At first, we went to BSDC to know how we go there, and we went to supermarket.
Then we went to Andy’s house which is my host family’s friend’s house. We enjoyed
playing UNO and table tennis with Andy and his wife. Moreover, they have a dog which
name is Molly. He is really cute¥

Lastly, we went to host father’s mother’s house because this day was Mother’s
Day. So, we enjoyed talking and cream tea.

I was so nervous, but I was glad to meet many people. It was really wonderful

experience!

Yugo Ueda

A Wonderful Experience

This experience was for the first time in my life. So, I was so worried about my
English. Before we leave from Japan, I was worried about my communication skills in
different culture too. But everyone including my host family was listening to my English
carefully. I was able to talk with peace of mind.

Through this experience, I felt the fun of learning abroad. So, when I become a

college student, I want to study abroad to improve my skills in various countries.

Mao Yamauchi

I have learnt a lot from the experience in the UK. Two of these are particularly
memorable.

The first was the interaction with my host family. Ms,Revecca who hosted me
was very kind, and listened to what I want say until I stop speaking and spoke English
slowly so that I could understand her easily.

The second is the afternoon tea. The table I was at had two BSDC students, and
they were both very friendly and happy to talk to me a lot. There were a few times when

I didn’t understand their English and I was at a loss for words, but I was relieved that they
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understood me when I spoke with using facial expression and gestures.
I had a wonderful experience in the UK which is something I had never
experienced before. I ‘d like to make the most of this experience in my future school life,

and I’d like to thank the people at BSDC and my host family for accepting me.

Wakana Matsumoto

This was my first studying abroad and my first homestay. There were many
things that I didn’t understand, and there were days when I wanted to run away because
it was hard, but I think that what I gained was great experience because of the hardships.

It was a fulfilling 9 days, and it was an opportunity to change my way of thinking.
I want to cherish this experience and study English harder. I am also very grateful to my
host family for accepting me.

Ayumu Tomioka

It was very very very fun!! And I want to go again! I was very anxious and
nervous when the first dayin the UK, but thanks to many wonderful teachers, students
and host families, I had a lot of fun and learned a lot. They listened carefully to my poor
English. And I was happy when I could make my English understood.

Anyway, I think that the most memorable of these was the culture show. Because,
I introduced Kendama for a boy who was pleasured and bought Kendama after then.
Thereafter we could connect with Instagram. I would like to keep these connections.

I will never forget this experience. Thank you very much!
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Akito Shimokawa

What impressed me the most about studying abroad in the UK was the culture
show. We held that on the final day of the time in BSDC college. We started preparing it
in the morning. We introduced Japanese culture. For example, Origami Ayatori Kendama
Koma Misosiru and Oshiruko. I was nervous if I do well at first. It’s because we had to
introduce it in English. It seemed that it was fun for BSDC college students. It was
difficult for me, but it was a valuable experience.

I was able to practice my English skills during the presentations at the culture

show. It was successful thanks to my companions.
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Kota Washimi

Wonderful Trip to the UK

We stayed in Derbyshire, the UK for about a week to interact with the students in
BSDC. Through this project, our students got a lot of experience of accepting different cultures
and adapting themselves to what they had never seen and touched: quite different lifestyles.

On the first day in BSDC, we took lessons on English and English cultures. The way
the teacher teaches English to the students was so interesting and attracting that they enjoy
expressing their ideas in English. Some students in BSDC took turns joining our lessons and
help our students. They are almost the same age as our students, so it didn’t take them long to
make friends with each other.

On the second day, our students learnt how to cook British cuisine. Also, they learned
how they should behave when they are eating. In the morning, they cooked some traditional
cuisine with the students in BSDC. In the afternoon, we enjoyed afternoon tea over meal
students cooked. Then our students demonstrated Japanese tea ceremony and let some friends in
BSDC try a cup of tea.

On Day 3, we visited a factory of TOYOTA and a local art museum. Though we
usually see a lot of cars made by Toyota running around our city, this was the first time to see
how the cars are fabricated in person. This must have had our students feel we are proud of our
city and the cars sent to the world from our city. We also realized how important producing
products and selling them to customers in foreign countries in order to keep connecting with
them is.

The next day, we held a “culture show” to demonstrate some Japanese cultures and let
our guests try some of them with our best gratitude to this short trip and their warm hospitality.
In the end, our students gave a short speech looking back this stay in English. Surrounded by
many guests, including students and teachers in BSDC and their host families, they were very
confident, which looked quite different from what they were in the first day.

On the final day of staying in the UK, we went sightseeing in London. Students got
excited to see traditional buildings they had seen only in textbooks.

After this short but wonderful stay in the UK, all of us safely got back to Japan.

Yui Tanaka

It took more than 24 hours to arrive at Burton on Trent from Toyota City. When
we finally reached BSDC, all of us were exhausted because of the long flight, but they
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were very excited to think about the UK life for a week. We had wonderful days in the
UK thanks to all of the BSDC teachers and staffs.

(1) BSDC

We had an English lesson on the first day. Students were divided into some
groups, and they cooperated with each other to express what they like or what they do not
like to use adjective or adverb. The lesson was some of help to me and I want to try some
of them in Japan. During the lesson, many international students of BSDC came to our
lessons and they helped the students to study. They also communicated with the students
so much and then they sometimes had lunch at BSDC.

On the second day, we experienced British Cookery and Afternoon Tea with the
students of catering and hospitality at BSDC. In the morning, some students cooked some
food for afternoon tea, and others learned the way of table setting and paper napkins. First,
BSDC students showed our students how to fold napkins. After that, Japanese students
taught the origami “tsuru” or “shuriken.” It was a great time to know the tradition of each
country.

In the afternoon, we had and learned Afternoon Tea from BSDC students. And
then, some of our students showed and explain the “sado” (tea ceremony). They practiced
a lot at their high school and prepared some tools for sado from Japan. They could present
well the Japanese culture to the UK students.

(2) The cultural Exhibition

We did “the culture show” on the last day. This time, we decided to do some
Japanese traditional play (Origami, Kendama), events (Japanese Samurai drama and
wearing kimono) etc. First of all, some of the students could not make origami, so they
practiced very hard to show, and they practiced wearing kimono and calligraphy as well.
It was a good time to show our culture and the guests would enjoy the activities. I think
this experience would a good opportunity not only for the UK people but also Japanese

people to think about Japan.

Through this delegation, students could learn a lot of things, although it would
have many difficulties for the students. They could speak English a lot with the UK people,
and I hope they had a lot of confidence from this program. And I really appreciate all of
the BSDC teachers and staffs and my host family for this program. Thank you very much

for all of your kindness and efforts.
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