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Reflections on experiences in Derbyshire, written by each student
in English

55



Haruto Shibita

What I enjoyed most was the time I spent with my host family. It was my first homestay
and [ was very nervous. But my host family was always smiling and laughing, so before that made
me relieved and I could enjoy our conversation. The most memorable part of my time with my
host family was when we went for a walk in the park together. We went to a park with a big pond
near our house, which is rich in nature. I don't usually go walking, but I really enjoyed the time
we spent talking and walking together. We also watched a football game together and went
shopping, and I really enjoyed each day I spent with my host family. On the last day, when I had
to say goodbye, it was very hard. Thank you very much for giving me such a valuable experience.
I will do my best using what I learned through the program in the rest of my life. The thing that
impressed me is the culture show. A lot of people enjoyed it, and I could see a lot of smiles. We
had prepared it for about three months before when we went to the UK. We talked about what we
show and how we make time schedule at the studying workshop or SNS group. And then, we had
some jobs themselves, like remembering how to make origami. I practiced dressing a kimono to
someone for many times because I handled the kimono booth with my friend. At the culture show,
I dressed a kimono to my host family, and they were pleased so much. I was so happy, and I
thought my hard work paid off. The other booths looked successful because a lot of people
enjoyed origami, ayatori (Cat's cradle in English) and calligraphy. The culture show was a good
memory so that I will never forget it. Through it, I thought that Japanese traditional culture is fun
for everyone, and I hope the people who will go to the UK next year will introduce Japanese

interesting culture more.

Kotori Harada
I decided to go to the UK because I like to learn languages and I wanted to know the
differences of English from the UK. I realized that it was different from the English I knew, and
my host family taught that there are many types of accents of English. It was very interesting for
me. Other than language, I learned many cultures in the UK. For example, food was surprising
for me. I had heard English foods are not very tasty, but they actually were great. What I learned
from them is that what I think of things is sometimes different from people. I learned many things

and had a lot of fun. It was one of the most precious times in my life.
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Kana Sugiura
The best one week

I could have many experiences in England. I was very fun during lunch time. It was
very fantastic time to eat lunch while talking with my friends and BSDC students. It makes me
feel more excited. I was happy because BSDC students talked to me. The woman and the bus
driver helped me when I didn’t know where bus stop was. They were very kind. I was relieved.

My treasures are the time of spending with my Host Family. They were very kind to me.
I ate dinner with them and I talked about Japan, school and shopping. It was very fun.
The last day, we went sightseeing in London. I was shopping with my friends. I saw London Eye,
Big Ben and Buckingham Palace. They were very beautiful and I took many pictures.
The flight took me very long time, but I made many wonderful memories. I would like to visit

England again someday! Thank you.

Ryo Kawasaki

I was able to grow a lot through this Derbyshire High School student dispatch. I was a
bit confused because the buildings, culture, food, etc. in England and Japan are completely
different. On the second day in England, I started living with a host family, which was both nerve-
wracking and exciting. My host family was very kind and welcoming. I was able to have various
experiences at BSDC, such as experiencing British cooking, afternoon tea, and interacting with
the staff of Toyota Motor Corporation. I was able to broaden my view of the world and was very
stimulated through this stay in the U.K. I will treasure this experience for the rest of my life, as it

is something that is not often possible.

Momoka Takahashi
This was my first time abroad and I was very anxious. But when I actually got there, my
host family was very kind to me. Also, nature was abundant and sheep and horses could be seen
easily. The food was also different from that in Japan, being mainly bread and meat, but it was
good! What I liked best this time was the British cityscape. There were many beautiful houses
made of red bricks, different from those in Japan. It was a great experience to learn about the

British language, culture, buildings, and more about foreign countries.
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Koh Saito
My best memory
I had a good time in England. My best memory is spending time with my host family.
When I first met them, they welcomed me very warmly. When I gave them Japan souvenirs, they
felt happy. They especially got interested in ninja goods. My host mother always said to me “How
was your day after school? Did you have fun?” She was concerned about me. I like her
thoughtfulness. And my host family let me experience British culture such as archery and snooker.
I was able to have a valuable experience in this studying abroad. I thought it would be more fun
if I could speak English. So, I decided to improve my English to expand my possibilities. I want

to see my host family again after, I can use English more practically.

Koki Sugimoto

I was able to make friends across language barriers on this placement. I became friends
with my friend through an anime called "Jojo". I felt that Japan's proud anime culture is amazing.
My host family became my second parents and family. I will definitely go back to the UK again
to thank them for their hospitality and to show them how much I have grown. I gained a deeper
understanding of a culture that is different from Japan's. There were many fundamental
differences, such as when to eat and drink tea, and which side of the road to walk on. For example,
when [ went to London, I saw a tunnel with spray art, which I thought was very interesting because
it would never happen in Japan, and I enjoyed the completely different shapes and construction

of the houses. I am very grateful to them both for the many experiences they have given me.

Rai Kawashima
The best memory
When I actually went to England and saw it, I was surprised by the types of cars that
were running there, the cityscape, and the culture. The people of England were kind and my host
family treated me like real family. Even though I am not good at speaking, my host family spoke
slowly, asked me about the day's events, and helped me practice speaking English. I learned how
difficult it is to communicate in English, which is a different language, and how difficult it is to

understand different cultures, so I want to study English more and go see my host family again.
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Kurumi Yamaoka

Through this project, I learned a lot and had a lot of fun. Above all, I was very happy to
be able to go to Big Ben, which I had always wanted to go to. When I went to Calke Abbey and
Buxton, I learned that although there are some similarities between today's Japanese and overseas
cultures, the cultures of the past were completely different. I could gain and learn many things
during this homestay. For instance, [ was not good at communicate with people who I don’t know.
However, by talking with the members of this program. I became able to enjoy communication
with them. I’m grateful to join this program. I want to remember this experience and make use of

it in the future.

Riko Fujino

This student’s trip was my first overseas trip. Therefore, at first, [ was filled with anxiety,
but as the local people I met were all kind, gradually I became relaxed and enjoyed my time there.
Surprisingly, I was able to communicate without using difficult words or grammar. It was a great
joy when what I said was understood using what I had learned before. Everything, from the food,
customs, and culture I found them fresh and stimulating, and I felt like I was able to broaden my
horizons in those exciting days. It was a really short period of about 10 days, but I was able to
learn a lot. I am full of gratitude towards those who created this opportunity and supported me. |

want to share what I have learned with my friends and family."

Sae Hosaka

In the overseas program in the UK, I’'m grateful for the opportunity to learn about British
culture. During afternoon tea, I had the chance to make scones. Then I enjoyed conversations with
the BSDC students while eating sandwiches, scones, British tea. One of my fondest memories is
making “okonomiyaki” for my host family, even though it was challenging. They loved it, making
me happy and proud of Japanese culture. The people I met in the UK were incredibly kind. They
always helped me when I struggled to express myself in English and encouraged me when I lacked
confidence. I'm extremely grateful for such a wonderful experience, and I thank everyone who

supported me.
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Miu Hamanaka
I had a great time in the U.K. I met a lot of wonderful people there. My best memory is
the afternoon tea. I wanted to try it, so I was happy to have such an experience. First, I learned
about table setting with BSDC student. It was difficult for me because there was a lot to remember.
But it was fun. Second, I made British scones and cut sandwiches. I’m not good at cooking but
I was so excited. I enjoyed having tea, sandwiches, scones and cakes. I put cream and jam on the
scone. It was delicious, so I love it. I had a lot of good experiences in the U.K. especially British

culture. I want to visit the U.K. again.

Shuntaro Soga

Through this term, I realized the importance of communication skills and understanding
different cultures. For example, when I take a walk, local people exchanged greetings every time
they passed each other, and not only that, but they were also having fun talking with each other,
which is something you don’t see in Japan. The environment like this, I felt really comfortable. I
felt strongly that it would be a lot of fun. So, I want to be more friendly and become a person who
can interact positively with people! Also, I learned about food, clothing, shelter, the way people
think about time, and at the same time, I realized how delicate and good Japan is. These

experiences are very fulfilling for me.

Leticia Hirahata
Staying in Derbyshire was such a wonderful experience but really challenging. Since I
was small, I have always had a dream to meet people from a different country and talk with them.
Thanks to this program my dream came true. I was able to communicate with many friends and
share a variety of ideas. Sometimes there were words which I couldn’t understand but then when
I asked their meaning, my friends taught them to me kindly. Meeting and talking with many people,
I came to know many kinds of ways to see things, and my way of thinking expanded. My thoughts

changed a lot after the program. My way of thinking about my future changed a lot too.
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Mikuri Nishida

This was my first time abroad and my first time to experience homestay. So, I was very
nervous. But this was a valuable and enjoyable experience for me. My best memory is the time |
spent with buddy of BSDC. I didn’t have confidence in English. Therefore, I felt anxious when I
met them for the first time. But they were very friendly and easy to talk to. At first, I was just
listening to them talk, but I gradually got used to English and could communicate. Also, I enjoyed
eating lunch and going to different places with them. All of them became an unforgettable
experience for me. I would like to thank all the people who supported me in my English journey.
I know now that I definitely want to study English more than ever now. I want to meet everyone

again. Thank you so much!

Naomi Sawada

This was the first time for some of the students to go overseas, so they may have had
mixed feelings of anxiety and excitement before arriving in the UK. Throughout their experience
at BSDC, students participated in various lessons, sightseeing and workshops. As time went by,
students actively tried to start conversations with the students at BSDC. Communicating in
English might have been challenging, but they seemed to enjoy it. I hope students will improve
their skills in English even more after this trip.

During this trip, I was very impressed by students’ bond. Even though they didn’t know
much about each other, they cooperated each other very well and overcame various challenges

together. I hope all the experiences in Derbyshire and the UK will improve their lives more.

Mayumi Ito
As one of the chaperones, | participated in the program with the Derbyshire high school
delegation from Toyota city. Through the program, we have had valuable experiences, which will
be precious memories in our lives. This great opportunity of visiting Derbyshire has broadened
my cultural horizons and it has given me new perceptions and impressions. I would like to give
my sincerest thanks to everyone for involving students of the delegation, as well as supporting

the staff and teachers from both cities.

1. Advanced training

We had advanced training four times, and during training, we received a short
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orientation about Derbyshire and English lessons by a teacher from Derby city. Students prepared
for a “culture show” which was an opportunity for them to introduce Japanese culture to people
living in Derby city. Although they did not have enough chances to gather for meetings, they
finished the preparation by themselves. I was really impressed by the leadership of students’

leaders, and recognized the students’ power of action and power of unity.

2.About home staying

One or two students each stayed with a host family respectively, and exchanged their
information with their host families before the trip. Although many students were nervous when
we first arrived, thanks to the warm hospitality and happy smiles from the hosts, the students got
used to the UK way of life quickly. Through the home stay, I also experienced the traditions and
culture of the UK and I have been profoundly impressed by their positive attitudes and high

awareness towards nature and the global environment.

3.Activities at BSDC

BSDC is equivalent to a technical school in Japan, where students can prepare to enter
universities or to brush up their business skills as apprentices. There are some educational features,
such as photography, arts, fashions, cooking and so on. Our students took some English lessons
and experienced “afternoon tea” through learning how to bake scones and make sandwiches. They
also visited traditional towns in the UK, like Calke Abbey and Buxton, and they took part in a
“Creative Media Workshop” to design tote bags and to edit photos. In addition, they each made a
presentation about “future cars” aimed at staff working at Toyota Motor Manufacturing (UK) Itd
and made group presentations for students of BSDC about their brief report of Calke Abbey and
Buxton. The experiences they had at BSDC have helped to develop their interpersonal learning.
They have acquired plenty of skills not only in English speaking and listening but also, they have
improved their intercultural communication skills and developed their team work. For the
teachers, those experiences provided great opportunities to realize the educational differences

between the UK and Japan, as well as to expand our knowledge about UK culture.
4.London tour

It was a long way to London from Derbyshire and we managed to move on a tight

schedule, however the London tour was one of the most fantastic moments for us all. Particularly,
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Big Ben and Buckingham Palace, the most famous tourist destinations in London. The students
were excited to take their memorable photos there. As time went on, we heard so many students

say that they wanted to stay longer and they will go back to the UK to study in the future.

5.Conclusion

This high school delegation tour to Derbyshire was scheduled conscientiously by the
staff of Toyota city. I give my thanks to everyone who supported this tour, as we made so many
fantastic memories in the UK. Although many students were nervous when they first arrived in
the UK, they could improve a variety of skills. The UK is adopting new cultures, while protecting
and respecting their old traditions. It was quite a worthwhile experience for us to learn about UK
traditions. I believe that the students will draw on these experiences in the UK to contribute to
their future development. I would like to wish for their future success and express my gratitude

towards having spent a fulfilling 10 days with this amazing team. Thank you very much.
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