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Reflections on experiences in Derbyshire, written by
each student in English
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Mio Matsui

Great two weeks

I had great days in UK. Thank you so much. It was my dream to go to UK since
I was a junior high school student. So I'm happy to make my dream come true.
I could experience a lot of things which I can’t do in Japan. The thing I remember
the most of all is to visit Lichfield Cathedral. It was a huge building. And It was
made in detail. I was impressed to see it.

It is very difficult to speak English. But English is always required to make my
dream come true. So I thought that I have to study English a lot.

I want to go to UK again. And I want to meet host mother and buddy.

Mayu Kirihara

Memorable Experience

Thank you for about two weeks! I enjoyed talking with a lot of people. I was very
impressed with their kindness. I was so nervous but host mother and buddy
were so kind that I can talk a lot. It become one of my memorable experience.

Risa Hamai

~The world is so small~
My English is not good but my favourite subject is English.It is difficult for me to
listen to English.

69



I enjoyed staying in England.

My host mother is kind.I talked about England and Japan with her.

I think England people are very kind.They have good smile and kindness.

I want to go to England again.My host mother says “Maybe one day we will meet.
The world is so small.”I think so too. Communication is important.

A lot of ways of communication is strongest.I think best way is speak English.

I want to make friends from different countries! For that purpose,I must study
English from now on.

Rino Miyazaki

~The world is so small~

My English is not good but my favourite subject is English.It is difficult for me to
listen to English.

I enjoyed staying in England.

My host mother is kind.I talked about England and Japan with her.

I think England people are very kind.They have good smile and kindness.

I want to go to England again.My host mother says “Maybe one day we will meet.
The world is so small.”I think so too. Communication is important.

A lot of ways of communication is strongest.I think best way is speak English.

I want to make friends from different countries! For that purpose,I must study
English from now on.

Miki Ohnaka

Good experience

I experienced homestay for the first time by this dispatch.What is your best
memory?There are too many even when asked and I can not narrow it down to
one.Instead,I'll write about grateful feeling.

I fell awfully many times because I couldn’t speak English well my self.But
there were people who always helped me by my side. There are my
friend,buddy,and my host family.They were strong supported in me.Also they
gave me confidence.

I still remember the days I spent with them clearly.I'll never forget that.It was
very hard to say goodbye to the friends I had with them.Even now I lonely and
miss them.I will definitely go back to England again because 1 love
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England!Thank you so much!

Until the day we meet again.

Koki Kato

My best memory

This was my first time overseas in England. When I arrived at the airport on the
first day, I stepped into a place where I can't make myself understood in
Japanese and was filled with anxiety and tension about whether I could really
live for the next two weeks. Every program, including English lessons, debating
at the BSDC, and visiting various facilities, was very enjoyable. It's thanks to our
host family, my group members, and the people of the British town who treated
us so kindly at any time. I am grateful to all the people I met during this training.
I will never forget the experience of being able to go abroad as a high school
student. Next time I want to study English harder and go back to England. At
that time, my goal is to talk without using the translation function of my mobile
phone. Then, I want to make good relationships with people in England and
contribute to our friendship.

Hikari Masuda

“The best days”

This was my first time in the U.K.

I was so excited when I arrived to visit.

At first I was uneasy because I could not speak English.

However, when I mustered up my to talk, I was able to galn confidence in my
English.

On the final day, my host mother said, “ You improved your English. “

I was very happy when I heard that.

71



These two-week stay has been a precious experience for my future life.
Thank you very much.

Hanano Hirotaki

My first abroad

I went to Derbyshire in England.

At first,I was nervous because I had never been abroad.I took an airplaine for
long hours.I was very tired.

My hostfamily was very kind to me and my hostsister. When I met her for the first
time,she talked a lot to us.I was glad because I was too nervous.

My best memory is cooking Japanese foods.We cooked curry and rice and
okonomiyaki for our hostmother.It took about 2hours.I could talk with my
friends.It was very fun.My hostmother looked happy.

I could make a lot of good memories.

Sae Shiratori

My special memories in the UK
I had a really good time in the UK.
I was very happy to meet everyone,
especially my host family who were
very kind to me.
I was very happy to stay at their house.
In addition, I enjoyed visiting Oxford
with my host family on Sunday,
17th March.
I think they usually go to church on
Sundays, but they changed their schedule
and took us to Oxford.
I really appreciated that.
Also, I had precious experiences in BSDC.
Our buddies always helped us, and we
enjoyed talking with each other in English.
I will never forget them.
I am proud that I visited the UK as one of

University of Oxford
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the representative students of Toyota city.
If T have a chance, I would like to go there again.
Thank you for everything.

Sakura Ito

The most impressive thing for me was my way from school to home by bus.
First of all, I couldn’t understand the system.In Japan, The next destination is
announced on many buses.In UK,we have to push button to get off without any
signs.Sometimes I took over to the goal,sometimes I got on wrong bus.Each
time I've lost,I became daunting.But my hostmother helped me.She had taken
taxi for me and says"You do not need to be depressed." There were also people
who worried and told me and drivers who told me where I wanted to get off. I
realized that I was supported by a lot of people.

Akari Nakajo

Thank you to everyone

I had a very nice time and this two weeks became a unforgettable experience for
me.

The best memory that I think is the day we announce about Japanese festival
call "matsuri".

I am not good at making public announcements, but I was able to speak while
seeing the other's face, and I had a sense of accomplishment after I finished.
Also, I was very happy to be able to use what I learned in school

I think in the future there will be more opportunities to make public
presentations.

I would like to use this experience in the future without wasting it

Thank you very much.

Miko Kato

“the great time”

Thank you for two weeks.

I had a lot of experience in England, and I think it’s very nice to go to the BSDC
to learn British culture and professional. I was glad to meet a nice person who is

73



kind and fun. The host family was kind enough to make it easier for us to live.
Their dinner was delicious every day and I liked everything. We went shopping
with buddies. I cried when last day, because I wanted to talk and to go out more
with them, and then they comforted me. I felt two weeks was a short time, but
they are the best friends. I want to visit England again. I want to study a lot, and
I want to take advantage of this experience and try various things from now on.

Keina Yamaoka

What I felt in England

In Japan, when shopping, you can only use one kind of money, namely
Japanese yen.

By contrast, in the U.K. , I felt that there are many shops that can use the local
pound sterling, the euro that can be used in the EU, and the dollar that is used in
the US (' though the Japanese yen could not be use ).

This fact was very interesting for me.

Also, it can be said that this fact indicates that Britain has more international
exchange than Japan.

Most people can enjoy shopping without trouble for payment no matter who
the country comes from.

It can be recognized that this is a consideration for foreign tourists only in
England, where many foreigners come.

Japanese people are starting to take care for foreign tourists towards the 2020
Olympics, but they will not look at money.

Since adding English notation to a signboard etc, is natural to consider from
such a big side at first, I thought that I should think about what kind of
consideration I should change from a different perspective.

Sho Yoshizaka

Memories of The U.K.

This two weeks stay in England was very enjoyable.

It was my first time in England.

I met many people and had many experiences.

The city in England had very good views and people were kind images.
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And I learnd the importance of meeting here.

It turned out that we can be friends,help each other, and share we hobbies by
meeting different people.

From now on I would like to value my encounter and keep in touch with various
people.

Finally,I am thankful to the buddy students and the people who worked with the 15
friends.

Thank you very much.

Miona Kitano

To see a lot of life

Two weeks has past so fast that I couldn’t even believe I already had finished this
project. I am the happiest and luckiest person to have so much people who misses
me. It was lovely to meet so many nice people and having a wonderful experience
with them. Without my buddies, I couldn’t be able to feel this. This experience will
definitely help my future to work globally. I wish I could go back to BSDC when my
English is better. I would thank all people who supported us. I'm truly happy to be a
part of this program.

Mai Aoki

(1) BSDC

Although the students had some difficulties in the communication with host family
or buddies, they tried to make good relationship with them. One of the buddies, who
is the representative of his course at BSDC, said “I like to help other people.” They
helped Japanese students very hard. Their dedicated support enabled Japanese
students to understand what was going on in the activities. Through the experience
which the students can’t do in Japan, most of the students could learn many things.
(2) Host family

My host family is really kind to me. Even though they are busy with their job, they
were always concerned about not only me but also other Japanese students. When
I had some trouble, they helped me and always gave some advice to me. This made
me relieved and relaxed. It was valuable experience for me to stay at a British family.
(3)The Culture Show

Last November, the workshop started and the students discussed the theme of the
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culture show. They decided the theme of their performance and what they wanted
to tell to the people in Britain. They would like the people in Britain to know Toyota
city, so they chose Japanese Matsuri to introduce. They practiced Oiden dance and
presentation which shows what Japanese Matsuri is like. On 20th March, we had the
culture show. Japanese student were nervous because a lot of guests came to the
show. However, their performance was so great that the guests gave them
applause.

(4) Overall

I believe now the students are not what they were two weeks ago. I would like the
students to tell everything that they experienced in Britain to the people around
them, their friends and family. This experience, such as British weather, British
dishes, host family, the places they visited, and of course, how their skill of speaking
English improved, will inspire the students. Moreover, this experience will influence
their way of thinking and their way of living in the future. I do believe they were able
to gain confidence in not only the English ability but also the attitude dealing with
difficulties.

I would like to express my gratitude to all the people who have been engaged in
this project and to British people who gave us great hospitality. I hope the
relationship between Derbyshire and Toyota city will be stronger through this
project.

Noriko Otsuki

My impressive memories in the UK
Toyotahigashi H.S. Noriko Otsuki

Burton and South Derbyshire College(BSDC) has a large nhumber of students and
each of them majors in various kinds of courses and levels. It is partly similar with
my high school , which means it’s very familiar to me.

Japanese students learned a lot through BSDC programs.

(1) Learning programs by experience

BSDC has good training facilities for learners. First of all, Mulberry Restaurant &
Bistro for their professional teaching kitchens and restaurant. Japanese students
learned about British cuisine and cookery there. They were so excited to enter their
professional teaching kitchens and restaurant. They were also thrilled to cook and
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eat "Afternoon Tea” there. Secondly, Shobnall Leisure Park for teaching sports
trainers skills. Japanese students and BSDC learners played a tag rugby, basketball,
badminton and table tennis. They had a great time and these experiences made
them relaxed and showed them it's possible to get along with BSDC learners. Even if
they didn’t speak English well, they could communicate with them and understand
each other. Also, traveling to London, Sudbury Hall and Lichfield helped them learn
about history and culture in the UK.
(2) The staff and buddies at BSDC

They had a great hospitality. Ann and Stephanie as a staff were guardians,
teachers, friends, host sisters and host mothers for Japanese students. Buddies
were very gentle and showed a good model to Japanese students. I was appreciative
for their wonderful support throughout my stay.

I took a lot of pictures during my stay in the UK. When I saw these pictures again
I noticed they studied very hard and all tried their best. They looked very motivated
to learn. Japanese students learned a lot of things through BSDC programs, home
stay and all the people whom they met. I hope that these precious experiences help
them to seize their dreams. I am very grateful to join this program as a teacher.
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